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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A GREAT many people will laugh at me, I 
fuppofe, for faying, that I think a man mould be 
honeft, coft him what it may. I iliall take courage 
to inform my reader, however, that my bookfel- 
ler, upon reading my Obfervations upon the Com- 
mandments, told me, to my no little regret, that 
I was not the firft writer, who had treated them 
in this manner : adding, that Hildrop, an author 
whofe name and writings I had never fo much as 
heard of, had done the like before me. If there 
be any merit in my book, I mould choofe to have 
it without any deductions ; and in order to it, I 
have given this notice ; fince it may be poffible 
that fome of my readers, if I fhould have the 
luck to meet with any, who, like myfelf, never 
have read or feen Hildrop's works, may give me 
the credit of being the firft in a road, in which, I 
am very forry to fay, a better man than I am has 
been before me. 

WHITE PLACE, 
Feb. i8j 1795. 
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A N coniequence of the utrnofl intention of 
thought,, and the deepeft confideration, I dif- 
covered, that the Ten Commandments, which 
Moles brought down with him out of the 
burning mountain fome time fmce, are not 
only of no fort of ufe, but a very great in- 
convenience to a Gentleman in purfbit of his 
pleafures. They appear to me to be juft fb 
many links of iron, caft upon the freedom of 
human actions; and, if I may. be permitted 
to fpeak my fentiments, I think it is now 
high time they were filed off and thrown 
afide, in order that a man may have his 
limbs at full liberty. It is certainly a very 
wonderful thing that people mould not have 
iliaken off iuch a load of moral and religious 
lumber before this time, the rather, feeing 
that it is utterly impoflible for a nation of 
any fpirit to be at all at its eafe, encumbered 
thus with a vail weight of Hebrew Ordi- 
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nances. I think I mall deferve great praiSb 
in doing all I can towards fetting people free 
from a whimSical Syftem of obligations, which 
have for fome years made flaves of mankind. 
To fpeak the truth, had I not borne witnefs, 
with great grief of heart, to the flrugglings, 
agonies, and convulsions of confcience, which 
have been obferved to rend from time to 
time the inteftines of fuch of my Suffering 
fellow- creatures, who, having committed 
Theft, Adultery, Murder, or the like, have 
thereupon fallen into terror and vexation, be- 
caufe, forfooth, they had been forbidden by 
the Commandments of God fo to do, upon 
pain of Everlafting Damnation; and had I 
not been thoroughly perfuaded of the folly 
and vanity of Such childiSh fears arid appre- 
henfions which wrought fo much Scathe in 
their Souls, I Should not have fpoken one 
loud word. But deeming the thing, with 
great juftice, to be a moft inhuman Barba- 
rity to withold any confolation which it is 
in my power to beftow, the only means, in- 
deed, of aSTuaging the fcaldings of the con- 
fcience, and of laying all Such horrible Devils 
which terror raifes in the mind of man, lo! 
I forthwith caft about to attack the twentieth 
chapter of Exodus, receiving day after day 
proofs heaped upon proofs, of the very great 
miilance of the Laws which it contains,, and 

the 
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the many drfturbances which they breed in 
fociety. Behold, therefore, courteous reader, 
a good falve for every fore of confcience in 
thefe my moft falutary obfer vat ions : behold 
the very foundation of every fear removed, 
the exiilence of God confuted, and all his 
Commandments, as it happens at a game at 
nine-pins, knocked down one upon another. 
But I would have thee remember, courteous 
Sir, that the very great hurry, in which I 
found myfelf to affift the diftreffed, is the 
caufe of my not being fo full in argument 
upon every point as I otherwife mould have 
been ; for, when a life is in extreme danger, 
the Doctor, upon the fudden, cannot carry 
his whole ihop along with him, but fills his 
pockets with fome of the beft medicines, and 
runs to his patient as faft as he poffibly can. 
Upon this consideration it is that I hope for 
excufe in the not having exhaufted my whole 
ftock of ratiocination upon the feveral heads of 
this my treatife : for be it known, that, had 
not a vaft multitude of miferable fmners lin- 
gered with the utmoft impatience for fome 
comfort at my hands, I could have produced, 
at my leisure, a fufficient quantity of argu- 
mentation upon the abfurdity of any one of 
the Commandments, to break the back of a 
.dray-horfe. 

B 2 Obfer- 
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ons on the fir/I Commandment. 

c/ i/ 



THOU SHALT HAVE NONE OTHER GODS BUT ME, 

rp 

JL HIS is a very great hardship, to fay no 

worfe of it; Now, in the firft place, I 
fhould be glad to know by this Law, what 
will become of the Glutton, and the Drunk- 
ard, who make a God of the belly ? of the 
Mifers, who make Gods of their money-bags? 
of Gamefters, who worlhip the dice-box ? 
of the Beaux, who go dowii upon their 
knees to no one thing elfe in the univerfe 
but the fine Ladies ? I could name a great 
many other Deities: but left I ihould offend 
any man by taking the name of his God in 
vain, let thefe which I have counted out 
furnace. I muft confefs, that this Command- 
ment has fbmething in it, which is enough 
to turn a man's head round upon his flioul- 
ders, it implies, contrary to all fenfe and 
proof, the exiftence of a fupreme Being* 
This fanciful notion, which has gained a 
great deal of credit in the world, to the no 
fmall confternation of weak and gloomy 

mortals^ 
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mortals, who would fain partake of the 
comforts of this life, but dare as well eat 
their fingers as touch upon any luxury, for 
fear of being damned to all eternity this 
fanciful notion, I fay, muft be totally de- 
ftroyed, before people can enjoy themfelves as 
they mould do, or, indeed, live at all like 
rational creatures. So great a fool, I fliould 
think, cannot pombly exift upon the face of 
the earth, who believes in the being of any 
thing which he never faw, more efpecially if 
he has ever heard of that famous old faying, 
that " Seeing is believing ;" or, to carry mat- 
ters ftill further, in what he never felt, if he 
has ever heard of another Proverb, equally 
celebrated with the former, that " Feeling is 
" the 'Truth" To go yet deeper, for I will 
fearch this matter to the bottom, before I 
have done with it can any man be fo very 
mad as to believe that there exifts, in the 
nature of things, any fuch place as London, 
unlefs he has feen the place with his own 
eyes ? At this rate, my good reader, what 
would become of our common fenfe ? If 
men fo little in their wits are permitted to 
run about loofe in the world, it may be 
deemed, and with great juftice, a very hard 
thing, to keep folks any longer chained tip in 
Bedlam. There are men, it is true, who go 
by the name of great fcholars, who would 

B fain 



fain coax the moft enlightened of the age into 
a creed, that fiich things really and truly do 
exifr., which are not objects, nor can be fo, 
of any of our fenfes : and indeed fome of 
their arguments to this effecl: have gained 
fo much ground as not to want men, who 
might otherwife pafs for very wife and 
learned people, that admit them for truths. 
And in this are thefe great fcholars very 
cunning men, and cannot by any means be 
faid to argue in vain, forafmuch as they get 
a very comfortable fubfiftence for themfelves 
and families by the propagation of thefe 
their fophiftries. But it is now high time 
that the world be undeceived in thefe mat- 
ters, as it cannot be denied that, in proportion 
as it cafts off thofe reflraints and obligations 
which Religion and Morality have thrown 
upon it, its progress will be iwift towards li- 
berty and perfection. And I muft be per- 
mitted to fay, that the world will never be 
free or perfect, as long as it tamely fubmits 
its nofe into the hands of Philofbphers, to be 
pulled this way, that way, and the other 
way, juft as they think good. When the 
world was in its infant Hate, there certainly 
was at that time, I will allow, fome necef- 
fity for- a belief in God, and a ilri6l attend- 
ance to .laws both moral and religious : but 
iince it is grown to its years of maturity, the 

hour 
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hour is come for its childifh fears, its Fools- 
cap, and its Leading-firings, to be finally laid 
alide : and furely I cannot mew forth a bet- 
ter example for its imitation, than that of 
our modern fine Gentlemen, who, as foon as 
they arrive at the age of difcretion, are 
aihamed to be thought to keep in mind 
any thing which they have been taught 
either at School or the University. Let 
me, therefore, entreat the world to think 
upon its age and dignity, and by no means 
difgrace its wifdom in liftening, like a baby, 
to an old woman's ftory about the exiftence 
of a God, and the truth of the Bible. But, 
left I mould be thought rather to declaim, 
than refute, I will now proceed to examine 
fome of the arguments by which the Philofo- 
phers undertake to prove that there is any 
fuch thing as a God. And firft, they lead 
us from the effed to the caufe : Plato fays, 
Huv os K.V TO yiyvoptvov, UTT' curia rivoq e< Kvccyy^q 
sroivn yap <x,$vvrov %&p? a/r/s yzvetriv 
Thus he holds forth in the beginning 
of his Timceus, with how much truth mall 
prefently appear. Ariftotle, in the eleventh 
book of his Metaphyficks, afks the queftion, 
xivySycrsTczi, (xpypaTK. fcilicet) et 
siff, aiTiov ; a yap y ye I'Asj x.tv^<rst 

eKTOvucy v$s TO, STTtpyvuz %s y yv\, 
rot. <T7rf>fA,a,Tot, KUI y yovy. Aio evioi TZTQIXCTIV 
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svepyeuxv. oiov AeuxiTTTros KKI TlX&rav., 
(pot,(ri eivai Kivycriv* csAAcs oice. r; KOU TIVOC, v 
5fde uoi Hdg Tt\v aiTictv* zo&v yap us TU%e 
aXXa, <5# n aa U'rrcx.p^av. Et paucis interjedlis, fie 

ait, 1 TOIVUV Ti KCil KlVSl. 7T&. OS TO 



xcc.1 Kiwv, perov TOIVUV $* rt, o a KtvxfjLtvov xivet, 

diotov, Kcti gnat,, xtzt zi/Bpyeia, wet. Xhomas 

Aquinas fpeaks boldly, Remota autem cauia, 

removetur effectus : ergo fi non fuerit pri- 

nium in caufis efficientibus, ncc erit ulti- 

mum, nee medium. Sed fi procedatur in 

infinitum in caufis efficientibus, non erit pri- 

ma caufa efficiens : et lie non erit nee effec- 

tus ultimus, nee caufe efBcientes mediae, 

quod -patet e/fe falfum. Ergo eft neceffe po- 

nere aliquam caufam efficientem primam, 

quam omnes Deum nominant. Primce Par. 

Art, iii. Grotius de Veritate Chrift. Rel. ap- 

pears to be of the fame opinion. A very old 

book, called the Bible, now little known, 

fays, very plainly, Dtf D'H^tf Kin 

nnm inn nnn n^ni mt*n nto 

But this is an affertion without any proof, 
and cannot therefore be admitted in argu- 
ment. And it is a very fit queftion in this 
place, whether God's word ought to go for 
any thing to prove his own exiftence ? But, 
before I go any further, it mould be obferved, 
in the midft of all this learning, that no man 
can argue well without talking in Hebrew, 

Greek* 
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Greek, and Latin, although it be nothing at 
all to the purpofe; becaufe he never will 
convince the dunces, unlefs he reafons in lan- 
guages which they do not underftand; for 

O D ... 

then, let him fay what he will, quicquid in 
Buccam venerit, they will pronounce, with 
great folidity, that his arguments are very 
good, in order that they may be thought to 
underftand him. But aZxxs ryv VTreoxv, rov 
tzrotia. huxu : this a,7rpo<r$iovvcrti<; has nothing to 
do with Bacchus. To return to * Plato and 
Ariftotle : if the caufe of the caufe be the 
caufe of the thing caufed, and the thing 
caufed of the caufe of the caufe be the ef- 
fect of the caufe of the caufe, the caufe of 
the caufe may be given without any effect 
being caufed. For example, Medicine may 
be given as the caufe of Health, the Phyfi- 
cian who mixes up the medicine as the caule 
of its caufe ; therefore the Phyfician is the 
caufe of the caufe of the thing caufed : but 
it is given that health is not univerfaliter 
caufed either of the caufe, or of the caufe 
of the caufe ; therefore the caufe of the caufe 

* Men who difpute the Being of a God, always talk a great 
deal without faying any thing to the purpofe, and take a world 
of pains to prove and refute thofe things the moft, which have 
the leaft to do with the fubjeft : the perfection of their art lies 
in making vaftly plain and good, fuch principles which no man 
in his wits will deny them, in order to get any thing elfe they 
propole to be taken for granted, without any proofs at all. 
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may be given without being the caufe of the 
caufe of the thing caufed. Thus it is mani- 
feft that caufes, and the caufes of caufes, 
may exift, without being the caufes, or the 
caufes of caufes of any effects at all. More- 
over the effect may be given to exift without 
the caufe, or the caufe of the caufe ; foraf- 
much as health often exifts without having 
any thing at all to do with the caufe of 
the caufe, or the caufe of the thing caufed : 
therefore the effect may be given without 
the caufe, or the caufe of the caufe of the 
thing caufed : therefore the argument a prio- 
ri, from the caufe to the effect, and the ar- 
gument a pofteriori, from the efFecl; to the 
caufe, are proved to be Elenchi. Thus 
having fhaken one of their magnificent ar- 
guments into duft, not without great ha- 
zard of burying myfelf, like Samfon, in the 
ruins ; I mail next confider, whether the 
eflence of a phyiical effence implies the 
eiTence of an aclual eflence : I proceed uni- 
verfaliter upon the negation of the impli- 
cation ; and affirm that the connex, If there 
be a ftar in exiftence, the pre-exiftence and 
co-exiftence of an aclual exiftence is proved, 
is not good, becaufe, if it be true that that 
which is, is, there can be no need of any 
NecerTarium quid, to make it that which it 
already is : for, if A is B, and c is B, c is al- 
ready 



ready A, without any need of D. But it may 
be obje&ed, that if a ftar be already a ftar,, 
and it be admitted, that, as it is a ftar, it 
needs no help ab extra to exift a ftar, yet it 
cannot be collected that it did not need fome 
help to make it a ftar : I anfwer, neither 
can it be affirmed that there ever was a time 
when it was not a ftar. But Ariftotle fays 
in his Metaphyficks, that whatfoever is com- 
pounded may be dhTolved : but all things lub- 
jecl; to folution are not eternal: therefore 
there was a time when a ftar was not. And 
if we admit his principles, this fellow will 
play the devil with us. If there was a time 
when a ftar was not, there muft a time be 
given when a ftar was made : but nothing 
can make itfelf withour exifting before itfel 
which is an abiiirdity : therefore fomething 
muft be given to have exifted before a ftar 
began -to exift, to make it what it is, or elfe 
it had never been ; which fomething is God. 
This looks like a very fine argument, and I 
fuppofe the inventor of it thought it proved 
a great deal : and although arguments, fuch 
as this is, are very eafily anfwered by making 
them no anfwer at all, as wife old Gentle- 
men receive the reafonings of young folks 
with filence, in order to ihew them, that 
they have faid nothing worth notice ; how- 
ever, I lhall proceed againft it with an horned 

iyiiogifm 



fyllogifm in this manner : all arguments are 
raifed to fortify fome weaknefs in the fub- 
je6t : but truth cannot be faid to be a thing 
in which there is any weaknefs: therefore the 

*/ 

ftronger the argument is built to defend any 
thing, fuch thing is falfe in proportion to the 
force and ltreno;th of the argument which is 

O O 

made to defend it. Thefe then are the horns 
of the dilemma ; either the argument I am 
opposing is a good one, or a bad one : if it 
be ftrong and good, it implies weaknefs in 
that which it defends ; which cannot be 
truth, fmce truth is not to be lhaken : if it 
be a bad one, a bad argument proves nothing 
at all but its own abfurdity. 

But to proceed. Surely it is now high time 
for men of courage and ipirit to burft all re- 
ligious bonds afunder, and that the whims and 
dreams of Theology and Metaphyficks were 
laughed at by all who lay any the lean: claim 
to modern refinement. I would advife man- 
kind to ftrike a bold ftroke, to believe in no- 
thing but what iuits its own convenience. A 
man can never be happy as long as he thinks 
another wifer than himfelf ; therefore let me 
admonim every one who mould happen to 
be puzzled at any odd thing in nature, by no 
means to go to any great Scholar to get it 
explained, but pafs it over without troubling 
his head at all about the matter; always tak- 
ing 



in? it for granted, that, if he does not know 
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how to account for it, it is impoflible any- 
one elfe mould. If a man be the greateit 
fool on the face of the earth, he will be fare 
to give the wifeft Philofopher his due, if, 
without coniulting him upon any emergency, 
he does -him the honour to think him only 
as clever a fellow as himfelf Moreover, it is 
by no means fuitable to the character ot a 
man of fpirit to own himfelf ignorant in any- 
thing; but rather to remain fb, than to {lain 
his reputation in begging for a little know- 
ledge. Indeed, I think tit to lay, that it is 
very dangerous for a man to be too curious 

.' o 

in his inquiries into the truth of the exift- 
ence of God ; it may fo far difqualify him for 
a man of faihion and plealure, as to fpoil the 
enjoyment of the better part of his life. 
The miichief of the tiling Hes in this ; if a 

O f 

man once gives himfelf up to thinking, he is 
a loft creature to himfelf, his friends, and 
the world ; he takes it into his brains that he 
is continually finding out fome ftrange thing 
or other : the growing of the grafs fixes him 
in amazement; he cannot eat an. apple with- 
out admiring the wonderful contexture of 
its parts ; and the formation of an animal 
makes his hair ftand on end upon his head. 

i 

I have known a man of this turn of mind 
fix his eyes upon a cabbage with as much 

aftonhTi- 
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aftonimment as if he had feen the appari- 
tion of his grandmother ; and reckon up the 
number of veins in one of the leaves of it, 
with as much exaclnefs as another man 
would count his guineas in change for a 
bank-note. I look upon a man of this fort 
to be upon his parole of lunacy, and, as 
long as he does no mifchief, is permitted to 
run about the garden, like a tame gull, 
and divert himfelf with picking up mail- 
fliells, and catching of butte'rnies. I have 
often conceived Phyfiology to be little elfe 
than a lure held out by ingenious men to 
entice the unwary into a belief of a Divini- 
ty, merely for the purpofe of making them 
pay to be taught how to worfhip him. And, 
indeed, when we take a view of the uni- 
verfe, and behold all things about us go- 
verned by the wifefb fyftem of Laws, and 
difcover the mafs, which at firft fight appears 
to be a mixture of difturbance, and a quarrel 
of elements, upon a nicer examination to be- 
full of beauty, order and magnificence: when 
we look into the properties of things, and 
obferve bodies of different qualities, not 
only not flying from all affociation with each 
other, but even joining in fuch communion 
as to conflitute the choiceft complexions of 
Nature ; and that the very principle whole 
chief attribute it is to divide and to difimite 

and 
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and fet things at a diftance from one another, 
I mean a repugnancy of parts, producing 
agreement and harmony in the whole : and, 
as difputes in the moral world bring folks 
together, though it be by the ears, and caufe 
them to agree in one point, the knocking 
each other on the head, and clofe the ranks 
of warring individuals making a uniform 
whole, a perfecl battle : thus when we be- 
hold in the natural world conflicting princi- 
ples engaged in perpetual combat, and the 
powers allotted to each upon fiich equal ba- 
lance as none of them can, for any great 
fpace of time, maintain the mattery over 
their opponents, fometimes the one getting 
the better, and fometimes the other, and 
their mutual ftruggles and bickerings yield- 
ing an effecl: as different from its caufe as 
order differs from confufion, producing a 
perfect fyftem: when we fearch into the 
rubbiih of the earth, and difcover the feeds 
of plants and the eggs of living creatures 
depofited in the midft of it; and behold the 
dirt and refufe in which they lie concealed, 
furniming them not only with protection 
from injuries in fuch their ftate of infirmity, 
but alfo with food and nourifhment at the 
time appointed for their change : when we 
look up at the ftars, and examine into the 
wonderful regularity of their movements, 

tako 



take notice of the Tropicks, the Solftices, the 
rrfings and fettings of the Sun, behold the 
Comets guided by fome o;reat Power through 

G J c O 

the vaft depths of the unbounded fpace 
which furrounds us, without interfering with 
the numberleis bodies w-hich roll on every 
fide of them by any extravagant deviations 
I muft coniefs that we are in very great dan- 
ger of believing in the exiilence of an Al- 
es o 

mighty. Add to this, when the Philoib- 
phers tell us that the world cannot exift, 
any more than can a temple without the 
pre-exiftence of fome Architect ; that no mo- 
tion can exifr. without the co-exiilence of 
fome Mover, ordinem non dari nil! cum 
relatione ad aliquid primum, I own, that, un- 
lefs we are very fleady men, we iliall be in 
no fmall danger of admitting what they fay 
to be truths. But we muft firft of all learn 
to fhut our eyes againft the light of Philofb- 
phy, if it be our intention to mount aloft 
above the ridiculous fancies of the Vulgar. 
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Obferuations upon the Second Commandment, 



THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THYSELF ANY GRA- 
VEN IMAGE, &c. 

T^ 
HIS is a very fine piece of Antiquity, 

as indeed are all the other Commandments, 
and more efbecially fo as they appear in the 
..old Hebrew character: as curiofities furely 
they are intitled to fome portion of refpect, 
and mould take their place accordingly, 
among other rarities, in the cabinet of the 
Virtuofo. But to prefcribe them to the 
world as the rules of- its conduct, when it is 
fo very evident that they contain fuch prin- 
ciples as are fworn foes to its moft exquisite 
gratifications, is certainly a very great ab- 
furdity. It is not to be denied, perhaps, 
that they fuited extremely well with the 
manners of Mofes and his multitude in the 
wildernefs : but it is to be considered, that 
the world, jfmce thofe times, has made vail 
progrefs, and taken prodigious ftrides towards 
elegance and perfection : fo much fo that no 
man, of good fenfe, will deem the thing by 
any means fit and proper, that the fame rules 
which were calculated for thofe rude and 
barbarous ages, mould be propofed as fuitable 
: . c directions 
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directions for a modern fine Gentleman. 
Surely any perfon, who has wit enough to 
forefee that he never can get aftride upon his 
horfe, if he keeps both his legs on one fide of 
the faddle, muft be well aware of the abfur- 
dity of thinking, that people of falhion now- 
a-days are not much better judges of what 
they ought to do than God can be for 
them. And it would be a very ftrange 
thing, if they did any other than what is 
right, fince they have fb able an inftructor 
as the Devil himfelf to advife them. The 
Commandment now under consideration may 
be looked upon as the leaft injurious of any 
in the Decalogue, fmce the force of it is di- 
rected againft a comical old cuftom, which 
cannot be faid to be much the rage with us 
at prefent I mean Idolatry. Indeed, upon 
re-confidering the Commandment, I have my 
fufpicions that the Ladies are a little con- 
cerned in it, fmce it goes on to fay, " Thou 
" malt not bow down to them or worfiiip 
" them." I know this is fpoken with refpect 
to the Idols in general: but when I reflect 

* _ i 

upon the naufeous finery of the Idols dreffes, 
the profufion of diamonds which they wear, 
the very difguiting manner in which their 
faces are painted, the prayers, adorations, bows, 
and fine fpeeches offered at their feet, I 
muft own that I cannot difcover any other 

difference 
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difference between an Idol and a modern fine 
Lady, except indeed that the one is compofed 
of flem and blood, the other of wood and 
ftone. If this be really the ftate of the cafe, 
and there appear to be very good grounds for 
the conjecture, this Commandment, like the 
reft, may be attended with very ferious and 
alarming confequences ; and I do hereby 
enter my caveat againft it, left the Beaux, 
who bow down and worfhip the fine Ladies, 
mould pay any the fmalleft regard to this 
Law againft Idolatry. 



Obfervations upon the T^hird Commandment. 

THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THY GOD 

IN VAIN, &c. 

i. HOU malt not take God's name in vain ! 
What, not if we can get any thing by it ? 
Pofleffion of a good eftate by perjury, for 
inftance ? A man would be a fool indeed, if 
he cared at all what ufe he put God's name 
to, if it might be the means of putting any 
thing into his pocket. But I have my 
doubts whether that would be a breach of 
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the Law: for how can any one, who gets 
any thing by it, be faid to take the Lord's 
name in vain ? I would by no means be 
thought to abufe the Commandment for 
what is not intended in it: and although I 
have my doubts of this being the genuine 
fenfe of the ftatute, yet it is fometimes a 
handibme thing, whatever logicians may 
fay, to take for granted what remains to be 
proved. If it is a fin however to make fo 
good a ufe of the Lord's name, it is a fin that 

^_> 

has fo much utility and fpirit in it, that I 
would earneftly recommend it to the prac- 
tice of mankind : and as for that foolilh no- 
tion of being damned after death, I would 
meet it by faying^ that damnation cannot 
have much weight with any man who does 
not believe that he fhall ever live to fee 
it. Having mentioned the word damnation, 
I will beg for the reader's excufe, to make 
an obfervation or two upon it. Damnation, 
or, in other words, the being burned for 
one's fins in a great fire to eternity, would 
be exceffively inconvenient, were there any 
truth in it : but the notion of Hell-fire is 
grown too old now to pafs, m thefe en- 
lightened times, with any fort of credit : 
fo much fo, that molt people take a great 
deal more pains to guard themfelves againfl 
fires in their houfes at night, than to fave 

their 
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their fouls from this fire after death, by 
doing what God bids them : wifely deeming 
it great lofs of time to prepare themfelves 
againft what may happen, without being 
fee that it will happen. But to return to 
the Commandment: the ufe of the tongue 
feems to be a good deal concerned in it ; 
and were it to be ftriclily obferved as a rule 
in conversation, I am at a lofs to conceive in 
what manner one Gentleman could ipeak 
five words to another, without a very great 
impediment in his fpeech. But with re- 
fpecl; to the obfervance of this law, I will 
iay, to give people their due, that I do not 
think a great deal needs be added upon it, in 
order to perfuade men to break it ; for, to 
the honour of our age be it faid, I very fel- 
dom meet with a man of any clafs, who 
makes the ufe of God's name any matter 
of confcience, whether it be introduced as 
an ornament of fpeech only, or, with the 
ceremony of killing the Bible, as the means 
of making fome addition to his fortune. But, 
as I faid juft now, this may not be judged 
to come within the ftatute; and when there 
is any thing gotten by it, God's name can- 
not properly be faid to be taken in vain. 
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Objervations upon the Fourth 'Commandment. 



REMEMBER THOU KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH 

DAY, &c. 



one who reads this Commandment 
might think, that people really had nothing 
elfe to do on a Sunday, but to go to church, 
and fay their prayers. Horribly gothic as 
this cuftom may appear, yet there are, I am 
afhamed to fay, a few folks of very good 
diftinction, who ftill make a practice of 
going to church, with their wives and fa- 
milies, almoft every Sunday. Far be it 
from me to deal in the ufual cant of wri- 
ters, w T ho declaim againft the degeneracy 
of the times -*- 1 mould be guilty of much 
fcandal, and of very great injuftice to the 
age in which I have the honour to live, 
to fay, that a very confiderable majority, 
compofed, I muft add, of a number of per- 
fons of the firft figure, did not fet the world 
the beft of examples, in not only not going 
to church themfelves, but with a very lau^ 
dable zeal making a jeft of thofe that do. 
And I will allow that a man muft needs 
be the occafion of not a little merriment, 
Ihould he be difcovered upon his knees on 

a mat, 
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a mat, in the middle of a great cathedral, 
begging God's pardon for his fins : or, 
which may appear ftill more abfurd, return- 
ing him thanks for a plentiful feafon, when 
every body knows that his thanks are rather 
due to the Farmers for taking good care of 
the land. But as religion falls more 

t 

particularly under my obfervation in this 
Commandment, it will not be arnifs to give 
fbme account of it, and what ufes (for it 
certainly has its- ufes) it ought to be put to. 
If we look into the political hiftories of the 
world, and view mankind modified into a 
variety of civil conftitutions, we mall find, 
upon an examination into each of them, 
that religion is always feen to have a place 
in the ftru&ure of every fyftem. The 
image of fome Deity w r as not only looked 
upon by our wife forefathers to be a very 
pretty ornament in their public edifices, 
but alfb to be of very great ufe to keep 
the multitude in awe, to the end that 
fuch ftubborn fluff might become more plia- 
ble, by the means of fpiritual fear, to the 
purpofes of civil difcipline. And we find, 
accordingly, that as foon as the rabble were 
taught, with great art, to believe in the 
Divinities of the land, and began to tremble 
at the thought of the wrath of Heaven, 
the ground-work of government was made 

c 4 



t 24 ] 

good, the laws were armed with double 
terrours, and the people did what their 
mafters bade them. So far religion is of 
great life : and upon this account it is, that 
we find Gods, one or more, in every nation 
under the fun, adorned with different titles 
and ceremonies, as bell fuit with the plan 
of the constitution. Mofes, a very able 
politician, foon found it to be impracticable 
to attempt the management of fuch a mul- 
titude as he had upon his hands, without 
having recourfe to a Deity : 

Nee Deus inteffit nifi dignus vindice nodus. HOR. - 

And even when the Ifraelites were convinced 
of the being of a God by a fenfible exhi- 
bition of his glories upon mount Sinai, as 
the Bible tells us, they made bold to fa- 
bricate a God to their better liking, and 
fell down and worfhipped a Calf, in the midft 
of the roarings of the thunder of the Moft 
High ; exceeding in this, perhaps, any thing 
an Atherfl: of the prefent times would dare 
to do, who is ib great a fool as to fall into a 
fit of the vapours upon the fudden burfling 
of a modern thunder-cloud. But to return 
from this journey into the antiquities of the 
Eaft, w r hence arofe the religion which we 
are bold to call the only true one it will be 
very much to my purpofe to mew, upon 
what fort of authority this religion is built, 

and 
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and by thefe means we fhall fee whether, 
upon the expofure of the frame of it to the 
air, like bodies preferred in leaden coffins, 
it will not fall into duft and afhes. But 
it may be afked, whether I do not think 
that I deferve to be hanged, for taking fo 
much pains to extinguifh religion, at the 
fame time that I ccnfefs, that, if none 
other, it has its political ufes ? I anfwer, 
that we are too good to ftand in need of 
any religion : we, " were all laws abolifhed y 
" Jhould live the fame lives " Religion can 
be of no ufe to us, a refined race of men, 
who not only fee at a glance what is right, 
but immediately pracliife it. We ftand in 
need of no compulfion, we ought to be free 
to choofe which we will ferve, God or the 
Devil : and if folks like the Devil beft, upon 
account of the fweet-meats he ftrews in 
their way, I make no doubt but that they 
will meet with a juft reward for fo doing. 
If I may be permitted to fpeak my mind, I 
think it is high time that every one were 
fet at his liberty to do juft as he pleafes ; and 
I dare fay no man would do any thing, with- 
out being able to give a fpecial good reafon 
for it. I am much grieved in my heart, 
to fee fo many fine young fellows yearly 
nipped in the bud at the gallows, and 
humbly think that the laws fhould not 

interfere 



interfere in fuch trifling matters as the 
breaking into houfes, cutting people's throats, 
committing of japes, facrilege, and other 
the like innocent amufements. But I ihall 
not ipeak againft our religion, without look- 
ing into its principles ; and the reader of 
thefe my obfervations mail be fatisfied, that 
I do not blame it without very good reafons. 
That which we profefs is called, if my me- 
mory does not fail me, the Chrrftian religion; 
and it certainly abounds with inftructions, 
but none, as I can find, of any fort of ufe to 
us at the prefent day. Chrift, who built it 
upon the foundation which he found caft 
to his hand in the Old Teftament, was a 
perfbn, it muft be confelTed, of fome ce- 
lebrity feventeen hundred years ago; but 
now feems to be of little ufe elfe but to 
give a date to the almanack, I have examin- 
ed the fcheme of Chriftian difciplines w T ith 
very great attention, as we have it in the 
original tongue, and this, for fear I might 
do it any wrong by reading it, as it were, 
at fecond hand, in the translations ; and 
I muft declare, that I have found it extreme- 
ly deficient in many points, and thofe of 
the very lair, confequence. I muft beg the 
reader to take particular notice of what I 
am going to fay : I w r ill take my oath of it, 
if need be, that a man may read the whole 

of 



of the New Teftament, fo is the book called 
which contains the Chriftian institutes, from 
one end to the other, without being in- 
truded in one fmgle rule for the advance- 
ment -of any of the fine arts, the commenc- 
ing a matter in which it is that constitutes 
the Man of Fafhion. So different from this 
is the truth, that I dare fay the reader will 
be aftonilhed, when I tell him, that drinking, 
gaming, fornication, adultery, murder, bla- 
phemy, flander, and every other noble art, 
are abfolutely abufed, threatned and con- 
demned in almoft every leaf of the book. 
Let me not be mifunderftood to qualify 
this my fentence on the New Teftament by 
the word almoft, as if I would fay that here 
and there a leaf is extant therein, which 
feems to favour the fine arts which I have 
juft named : by no means I will take my 
oath of it, I repeat it, that they are uni- 
verfally condemned by the fpirit of the book, 
throughout. Hence it is evident enough, 
that no man who has the honour to de- 
ferve to be handed, or to be fufFocated in 
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a horfe-pond, as a nuifance to fociety, ftands 
clear of the bitter fcourge of the holy Ca- 
nons. Thus much for the Chriftian doc- 
trines, which give fcoundrels and profligates 
no quarter, but flretch forth a rod that fefters 
m their flem, and whet and exafperate their 

confcience 



conferences againft them. I muft beg leave 
to obferve however, before I quit this fubjecl, 
that it is to a&. the part of one out of his 
right wits, rather than of a good critic, to 
beftow unqualified praife or cenfure upon 
any composition ; and I will fay, if it be 
upon no other account than to gain better 
credit for being juft in my cenfures, and to 
raife the price of my praife, that this volume,, 
as a code of moral laws, is extremely com- 
plete, correct, and confiftent in all its parts ; 
and, further let me add, that it certainly gives 
a man fair play to the very lafl ; tells him, 
that there is always a pardon ready for him 
at any time, when, he pleafes to put himfelf 
in a fit polbire to afk for it. To fpeak the 
truth, the plain, honeft, hearty welcome that 
the legiilator gives to thofe who tell him 
that they are forry they have offended him, 1 
cannot but fay, put me in a very good hu- 
mour when I read it. But the rules of 
moral conduct themfelves, fome of the prin- 
cipal of which will fail under my obfer- 
vations in the remaining pages of this dif- 
courfe, are furely fo very contradictory to 
the prefent modes and fafhions, inafmuch 
as it is not to be expected that people of 
free fpirit and good breeding will give up 
the plealures and comforts of life for their 
fake. 

If 



If Chrift had come forward, indeed, as a 
ufeful inftruclor in fuch things as are really 
worth the notice of the polite world, and 
put fine folks in. a better method of plun- 
dering young men of their patrimony than 
hazard, faro, or EO ; enriched the fcience 
of intriguing with fome new plots and 
machinations, by which men of fafhion might 
with greater fecurity debauch beautiful wo- 
men, without recurring ftill to the old trick 
of making friendihips with their fathers, 
brothers, or hufbands ; taken the turf into 
confideration, and given his Apoftles fome 
ufeful hints concerning jockeymip, betting, 
and the management of race-horfes ; left 
us fome good rules for duelling, improved 
the art of cookery, and given us in the 
New Teftament fome excellent receipts for 
making and ripening all forts of wines ; 
obliged his difciples with the difcovery of 
fome noble elixir to reftore loft health, 
and repair confutations mattered by fenfual 
indulgences : in a word, had he extended 
and cultivated the province of debauchery 
in all its parts, inftead of haranguing the 
multitude upon religion and morality, then, 
indeed, Chrift had made his appearance on 
earth to fome purpofe : but as matters 
are at prefent, I confefs, I cannot fee 
what ufe he has been of to the better 
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fort of people, who feem to think him and 
his apoftles far beneath their notice. If they 
thought there was any truth in his being 
the Son of God, his high extraction, one 
might conceive, would entitle him to their 
civilities; fince the greateft fcoundrel on the 
earth, provided that he is come of a good 
family, is looked upon as a perfon of diftin- 
guifhed merit, and treated accordingly with 
much reipecl : this I iuppofe may be the rea- 
Ibn, and a man rifes into notice as he ad- 
vances in rafcality, and is not deemed fit to 
be fpoken to by anybody, until he has com- 
mitted crimes enough to have fent a vulgar 
rogue to the antipodes. 

There is a degree of cowardice in keeping 
holy the Sabbath-day, becaufe the fear of 
God is implied in it : which is a full fuffi- 
cient reafoii for men of fafhion to Ihun a 
church with as much indignation as they 
would the refufal of a challenge. No man, 
fiirely, who calls himfclf a Gentleman, would 
by any means appear to be afraid of God, or 
hell ; wifely judging true courage to confift 
in the being afraid of nothing. Choice fpirits, 
who kick the world before them like a foot- 
ball, laugh at the idea of being damned. 
This is very true, it may be faid, as long as 
they are in good health, they do not think 
of death, or care for its confequences : but 
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when their debaucheries have caft them upon 
a bed of ficknefs, anid the > hyficians are met 
in confultation upon their rotten conftitu- 
tions, they , fall into a terrible fright, and get a 
clergyman to fay fome prayers for them. I 
was afraid of this objection, and, I mufl 
confefs, I icarcely know what to anfwer to it. 
I own I have been a witnefs to inftances of 
this fort, and have known one of the fineft 
dogs of the age laugh at God when he w r as 
well, and beg his pardon when he was fick ; 
nay, more than that, lie fhivering and quak- 
ing on 'his bed, and afk the clergyman, 
whether he thought he fhould be damned or 
not. This was the cafe of my Lord Ro- 
cheiler, who fhewed himfelf off, when in 
good health, for the choiceft fpirit of his 
time, and would have died like an hero, and 
gone to the devil, or elfewhere, it had been 
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no great matter, if he had not run fneaking 
after the parfon at his laft moments. The 
fame may be faid of a great many fine fel- 
lows, who have loft their hearts at the hour 
of death, and, inftead of dying game, have 
gone whining out of the world, like a litter 
of puppies to the horfe-pond. 

There is much inconvenience in keeping 
holy the Sabbath-day : if the cuftom of go- 
ing to church were tolerable at any time, it 
would be fo in the fummer months, when 

the 



the church is the cooleft place to be found: 
this circumilance might -be reckoned upon as 
ibme amends for being pulled out of bed 
before one's time to attend prayers. But in 
winter to be called up as foon as the fun rifes, 
to hurry away to church half dreffed, half 
awake, and without one's breakfaft, to fuffer 
martyrdom by cold in the midft of ftone 
walls, and marble monuments, is furely more 
than what God ought to expecl: at the hands 
of any Gentleman or Lady in the univerfe. 
And I think I may fafely fay, that there are 
very few people of any note, who would 
not fobner run the rifk of being damned,, 
than fubmit to fuch extravagant a Command- 
ment. 

The keeping holy the Sabbath-day is vaflly 

vulgar, forafmuch as the beau monde deem 
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the thing executively ungenteel to aik any fa- 
vours of God Almighty. And, indeed, for 
people who have every thing they want 
within their reach, either to pray to God for 
more, or thank him for what they have got, 
would be very ridiculous. Moreover, folks 
go to church to beg God's pardon for their 
fins : therefore to be continually going to 
church, is as much as to fay, one is a very 
great finner. Beiides, the clergyman is kept 
and paid on purpofe to take care of our 
fouls: if this be the truth, what need have 

we 
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we to trouble ourfelves at all about the mat- 
ter ? It is his bufmefs, not ours, to take 
care that no foul in his pariih be damned. 



Qbfer*uatwm upon the Fifth Commandment, 

HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, &c. 

J. W O things are implied in this Com- 
mandment, with refpe<5i to the duties of 
children to their parents; that is to fay, gra- 
titude and refpecl. Gratitude is due to them 
for our introduction into the world, and for 
the kindneifes which we receive, after we. 
are landed in it. RefpecT:, firft to their age 
and authority, fecondly, to their perfons and 
-commands. I fliall now proceed to point 
out the very great absurdities of thefe duties. 
In the firft place, I cannot fee what great 
thanks are due from the child to its parents, 
for awakening him out of the peaceful ilum- 
bers of non-exiftence, and thrufting him, 
whether he will or no, into a world full of 
fcoundrels and mifery, to be kicked and 
cuffed, and horfe- whipped, and perhaps hang- 
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ed at laft ; and all for no other reafon, but 
becaufe his parents chofe to follow their own 
inclinations. I fay, I cannot fee where the 
mighty obligation lies in this matter, and, 
indeed, why the child mould not owe the 
parents a fpite, rather than good offices, for 
introducing him into fb much bad company. 
Not to mention the cloathing him with a body 
at the beil fubjecl to pains, and infirmities ; 
but, for the molt part, loaded with a fuper- 
cargo of the parents difeafes. If, indeed, 
there were any fuch thing as a life after this, 
not only free from all pain, but a ftate of 
eternal happinefs, fbmething might be reck- 
oned upon, as a compenfation for the va- 
riety of ill turns, and knocks on the pate, 
which a man meets with in. this world : this, 
indeed, would be an excellent poultice for all 
the thorns in the flefti. But for a man to be 
pulled by the nofe, and kicked upon the back- 
licle., darned about from poft to pillar, and 
back again from pillar to poft, and very often 
to fall in with a found cudgelling for no- 
thing at all, and finally to go out of the 
world, like a itrange dog out of a kitchen, 
with oaths, execrations, and a red-hot poker 
at his head, is a fort of frolic, in which I 
confefs I cannot fee any vafl deal of fun, or 
favour; or, how it is, that a man is bound in 
ratitude to his father and mother, for all this 
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rare fport*. But to give the Command- 
ment fair play, I will admit, that a man's 
life is not altogether made up of hard rubs, 
and broken Ihins ; I will allow, that out of 
this comical haricot, a favoury bit may here 
and there be timed by the wife, and the ju- 
dicious let it be fo : neverthelefs the bitter 
is an overmatch for the fweet ; there are fo 
many crofs bones in this odd fifli, that it is 
ten to one a man gets choaked with them, 
before he has got half a belly full. And 
what are the fweets of this life, after all that 
rs faid of them, but very windy food at the 
befl, and although they may tickle the pa- 
late a little at the moment, very generally 
end in a fit of the colic -j* ? But let us -fol- 



* I think fit to obferve on this place, that this is intended 
as a fatire on thcfe, who are at all times very ready to fet down 
to the account of their fathers and mothers, thofe evils, which, 
in faft, they have nobody to thank for bur themfelves : iince, 
it mould be remembered, that every one has fufficient reafon 
given him to keep his p-iffions in very good order if he \vill, 
which are the genuine caufes of moil of the troubles which 
men fall into: but thofe calamities, which afTault us, arifing 
either from the perverfenefs of others, or appointed by the 
will of God, are of fuch value to the true Chriilian, as. with- 
out them, he cannot mew how much he is fuperiour to the red 
of mankind. 

f Senfual indulgences, for the moft part, carry fo bitter a. 
fcourge along with them, that the profligate gets little elfe than. 
an aching heart for his money. And there is a good deal of 
arch favire in the phrafe, the calling thefe fenfualifts, " Men 
" of Pieafure." If any doubt this, let them afk the Phyficians, 
jvvh.o will tell them, that the acuteft pains, and the moft excru- 
ciating agonies, are the fruits of excefs, intemperance, and 
debauchery. But it may be thought a little too hard, to make 
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low a Famionable brat from his birth to his 
grave, and, by thefe means, we fliall be the 
better enabled to fee what mighty obligations 
he is under to his father and mother. 

The very moment, almoft, that he is land- 
ed in the world, the poor animal is rolled up 
in a good meafure of fine linen, bound hand 
and foot, and thrown into a fort of wicker- 
baiket, to bawl itfelf to ileep. As for the mo- 
ther, ihe makes all the hafte Die can to recover 
her ftrength and beauty, and get out again 
among her gallants. To return to the babe 
a Ibrt of a milch cow is provided for its 
fuftenance ; and it has very good luck if it 
meets with fome frem country wench, fent 
up to London to get her own living, with a 
fine breaft of milk, and a baflard at her back, 
that is hurried out of the world as foon as it 
eomes into it, with a fit of the gripes, by 
eating four butter-milk, deprived of its na- 
tural right to its mother's breafts to make 
room for a brat of better conditions than 
itfelf. A fine lady, it rnuft be obferved, has 



a jeft of human miferies ; I hav 7 e to fay, that when parents 
have taken a great deal of trouble to inftruft their children in 
Religion and Morality, and have fhewn their offspring, with 
much care and good will, the road which leads through piety 
and virtue to happinefs in this world, and in the next, and are 
treated with difobedience, fcorn, and contumacy for their 
pains ; no fcourge ii too iharp for the flelh of thofe reprobates, 
who make a mockeVy of the forrows of their fathers and mo- 
tkers, and ufe old age irreverently. 

fomething 
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fomething elfe to do than to nurfe her own 
child, and thinks me has had quite trouble 
enough with it before it was brought forth, 
and therefore never plagues herfelf with the 
vermin afterwards. As for the fine Gen- 
tleman whom the newfpapers call the fa- 
ther, he reads an account of his Lady's 
having been in the ftraw in the Daily Ad- 
vertifer, deeming the thing to be at the beft 
but an even bett whether the child be his 
own or another's. To proceed our young 
varlet has a pair of breeches put upon his 
tail, and is forthwith packed off to a public 
fchool. Here a new fcene of mifery is open- 
ed upon our imall hero, and he is followed 
clofe at the heels with a fcourge out of one 
claffic into another, until luch time as he 
is old enough to go to the Univerfity : the 
very moment he is out of the reach of the 
rod, he leaps, and jumps, and laughs, and 
capers, and dances, like a mad thing. He is 
no fooner entered at the Univeriity, but he 
has the ufe of his limbs taken from him ; he ' 
is forced to fit ftill, as if he had the gout, 
for many hours together, liftening to a va- 
riety of tedious lectures ; an infult which no 
man of any fpirit can bear : he leaves col- 
lege as foon as he can : Now gaming, 

drinking and riot, horfes, dogs, and harlots, 
would fend him, very genteelly, to the Devil 
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in a twelvemonth, did not his father catch 
him up, and tie a great log to his heels I 
mean a private Tutor and fend him abroad 
upon his travels. Lo ! He returns to his na- 
tive country, after having travelled like a 
great fifh, that always ftinks the worfe, the 
farther it is carried ; and, as rivers which 
run through a great many towns, collecl; 
a natty load of foil and filth at each, in 
their TOUR ; our fine Gentleman convinces 
us, by the additional vices, and difeafes, which 
he has gathered as he ran along, that he has 
laid out his father's money to the very beft 
advantage. Now, immediately upon the im- 
portation of our hero, and his freight of fol- 
lies, his father orders him to marry without 
delay. His foreign air, his fine clothes, and 
his impudence, introduce him, at once, as 
the firft favourite among the Ladies ; and 
all thofe charms, and beauties, which fome 
folks are apt to think fhould be the reward 
of men of real worth, are displayed to attract 
our irrefiftible fine Gentleman. One pretty 
Mifs makes him a purfe, another a pocket- 
book, another a tooth-pick-cafe, another a 
watch-chain, and another fhrikes a bold ftroke 
for our beau *, and writes him a note with 
her own hand. Our grand Seignior is not 
much at a lofs, at which to caft his hand- 
kerchief, and, different perhaps from other 

races,, 
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races, me wins this, who carries the greateit 
weight of metal. A licence is immediately 
procured, and fome poor girl is made fu- 
premely bleffed, in being united to a mafs 
of putrefaction. Old age comes on at thirty, 
his difeafes thicken upon him, and draw up 
their complicated forces upon his mattered 
conftitution. The Phyficians meet, confult, 
and give him up to his maladies, and his 
chaplain ; who difcovers as great a com- 
plication of diforders in his foul, as had 
baffled the arts of the faculty in his body : 
at length comes old Death, and carries off 
our choice fpirit in a terrible fright, and in 
dirnial expectation of everlafting damnation. 
Now this is a fafhionable journey through 
life ; reader, what thinkeft thou of it ? I 
think a man had better be horfe-whipt from 
his cradle to his grave, than run fuch a race 
as I have defcribed ; and would owe more 
thanks to his father and mother. 

It may be objected here, that people ought 
to take better care of their children. . 
OUGHT ! ! ! A man might as well tell me, 
that people ought to keep God's Command- 
ments. Ought ! indeed : a fine word, that 
ought. But thus much for gratitude. 
Now for refpecl. In the firft place, a 
queftion occurs here : is refpecl due from 
children to their parents, abftractedly, be- 
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caufe they are their parents, or rather, upon 
account that they carry themfelyes with fuch 
becoming; dignity in all they do and fay, 

O? *_^' J 

as to mew themfelves really relpeclable ? 
becaufe, if parents act the part of either 
fools, or profligates, it would be little elfe 
than a practical fatire upon their fathers and 
mothers, for children to mew them a re- 
fpect which folly, though covered with grey 
hairs, can have no title to. It would look 
well, I muft confefs, for parents to correct 
their children for doing the very fame things, 
which, if they themfelves have left off 
doing, it is not becaufe they are no longer 
willing, but no longer able to do. But if 
parents make a practice of breaking as many 
of God's Commandments .as they can, and 
break their children's heads for following their 
parents example, how fhould the children 
have a refpect for their parents, when their 
fathers and mothers do thofe very things, for 
the doing of which the children are beaten ? 
Let it be noted here, that I do not fay parents 
do wrong in breaking God's Commandments; 
I would by all means in the world adviie 
them {q to do, if they lie in their way 
either to pleafure, or profit; and- 1 think hang- 
ing is a very hard thing, and a very great 
inconvenience to any man, merely becaufe 
he will have a thing one way, and the law 

will 
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will have it another. - Let me be under* 
ftood to fay, that children mould not be coi> 
re&ed for doing what their parents do ; if 
they are, I cannot fee what refpect is due 
to people, who commend a thing by prac-* 
tifmg^it, and, like folks out of their wits, 
condemn it, in rebuking their children for 
doing it ; for, furely, they cannot beat a 
child for doing right : and, furely, they 
themfelvcs would not do any thing, if it were 
wrong. Add to this, refpecl: to parents 
is a very great hardfhip, and a found box 
on the ear, is no other than what an old 
lady ought to expert, if fhe take fo much 
upon her, as to tell her daughter of her 
faults. And it is quite enough, I think, 
if a young fellow of fafhion and fpirit bear, 
with fome mow of good humour, the being 
kept out of his eftates, by his father, without 
having the additional duty of putting up 
with reproofs, and ill words, laid upon him. 
What can be a greater hardihip upon a Ion, 
than to have his father lingering in this 
world, to the amount of feventy or eighty 
years ; as if he flaid in the land of the living, 
upon no other account than to guard his 
money, and tie up his heir apparent from 
profligacy, madnefs, and riot ? Can his fbn 
honour and revere his father for this ? At 
the time too,, when he is looking out with 

fuch 
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fucb eager wifhes for the day, which will 
put it into his power to turn the good old 
family maniion into a theatre, gaming-houfe, 
or a bagnio ? Can, he refpecl the man, who 
ftands between him and his dearefl plea- 
fiires > Can he do otherwife than hope foon 
to fee his parent's bones mingled with the 
dufl, when his throat burns for the midnight 
bumper, and his heart pants for the high 
exceiTes of debauchery ? But enough of this 
Ccttnmandment. 



Qbfervations upon the Sixth Commandment. 

THOU SHALT DO NO MURDER. 

JL HIS is one of the fevereft laws that ever 
exifled : and I have not the leaft doubt, 
but my reader will agree with me in its 
being fo, as foon as I produce him my rea- 
fons upon it. If we follow the footfteps of 
thofe who are gone before us, we mail not 
make any very long flay in this world ; and 
time runs on fo faft, that the bed part of a 

man's 
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man's life is ipent, before he thinks at all 
about being ri vetted into a ftone coffin, and 
having two or three tuns of marble laid upon 
his bones. Death, indeed, is a fort of thing, 
which people think very little about, as long 
as they live at their eafe, and their tradei- 
men will give them credit ; and always 
put off the payment of this great debt of 
nature, as they do of their other debts, as 
long as they can. And this, as long as folks 
enjoy themfelves, and have a fufficient ftock 
of constitution to anfwer the demands of their 
paffions and appetites, and plenty of money 
in their purfes, nobody, furely, can blame 
them for doing. But although people in ge- 
neral do not much like to have any thing to 
do with death, as long as they can poffibly 
avoid it, upon the account of an odd fort of 
uncertainty that feems to attend this going out 
of the world, with refpect to what will be- 
come of them when their fouls and bodies 
dhTolve partnerfhip ; yet death has its ufes, 
and thofe too very good ones, when a man 
is hunted about in the world like a duck in a 
mill-pool, by a pack of barking dogs that 
\vill not be fatisfied until they have torn his 
eftates all to pieces, in order to get at their 
own, as they politely. term it, and fmit him 
up in a dungeon to be haunted by the ghofts 
of his departed guineas. A man begins to 

think 
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think that there is no great fun in prolong- 
ing his exiftence when he has loft all honour 
and credit in the world ; when he has been 
led out of the garaing-houfes for a lharper 
by the nofe, and has been, introduced to the 
kennel by fome handfome kicks upon the 
backiide ; when he has a mark fet upon him, 
like Cain, for a fcoundrel, and has a back 
that attracts the horfe-whip like a magnet ; 
when he cannot move from one place to 
another without being fteered, like a {hip, 
at the helm, with a fupple-jack, or taken in 
tow~ by his ears to the horfe-pond ; when all 
his friends {land aloof from him, as if he had 
got the plague, and wheel off their noftrils 
at the {ight of him, as they do from a night- 
cart ; when he is reduced to his laft {hirt and 
{hilling, and all men run away from him, 
like rats from a falling houfe ; when hunger 
pinches his belly and cold his back ; when no 
man will truft him for a penny-worth of 
bread I {ay, when fuch a quiver of calami- 
ties is exhaufted upon a miferable {inner, the 
law is unfpeakably fevere that forbids him to 
put an end to his futTerings. According to 
this Commandment a. man cannot call his 
foul his own, {ince he is not at liberty to do 
what he likes with it, but is bound by its ri- 
gour to fupport, of all others the greateft 
curfe, a wretched exiftence. 

It 
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It may be faid, perhaps, that it is no great 
matter what becomes of a rafcal, and the 
heavier the pains and penalties that are laid 
upon him the better. I dare fay there are 
folks in the world, who are good-natured 
enough to think fo, and fuch as may never 
have the luck to meet with as much rope 
as they deferve, - as long as they live. Let it 
be noted, however, that I am not Speaking 
of what others think in this cafe, but what 
the poor devil thinks of his ill fortune, who 
is buffeted about in fuch a manner above 
ground, that he w r ould fain get under it, 
like a hard-run fox, as foon as he can. 

The taking of a thing for granted to 
be what it really is not, is called a prejudice, 
and is one of thofe things which it is very 
hard for any one to get the better of; fui- 
cide, for inftance, is deemed by fome filly 
people to be a terrible fin, upon the autho- 
rity, it may be, of this Commandment : and 
they will difpute upon it, as long as you 
pleafe; for a wife man, like a country juftice 3 
had much rather have the w T orfl of an argu- 
ment, than the good fenfe to ow T n it. But 
no man is fit to live in the world, who does 
not know how to manage a fool ; and the 
beft way to keep him quiet, is never to con- 
tradict him ; and if you always let him pafs 
for a very wife perfon, he will look upon 

you 
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you to be the moft: ingenious man in the 
univ'erfe, except himfelf. Few of the fools 
we meet with, in the world, are absolutely 
born fuch but have neglected their minds as- 
ibme abjecl flovens neglecl their perfbns ; and 
as the latter are too idle to keep themfelves 
clean, the former, upon the fame account, 
take no pains to make themfelves wife. Et 
rude quid profit non video ingenium. 

Young men in the reversion of great 
cftates are Very hardly dealt by in this vex- 
atious itatute. They cannot give fo much 
as five guineas to a cook, to pack off a trou- 
blefome old gentleman to the regions of the 
bleffed. Such of the choice fpirits of the 
age, who are impatient to ftrike fbme bold 
ftrokes whilft their blood is warm, and their 
days at the beft, look upon thofe crazy old 
fouls, that go by the name of their fathers, 
(and, indeed, I think their reputed fons might 
knock moft of them, on the head, without 
being guilty of parricide), as little elfe than 
a fort of incumbrance upon tbelr estates, and 
think that the fooner they were out of the 

/ 

way the better. More efpecially fo, when a 
great many of thefe fine young dogs are fo 
prelfed by their creditors on one fide, and 
their harlots and bairards on the other, that 
they live in a fort of whirlwind, and cannot 
fix their faces to any given point for a mo- 
ment. 
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ment, without feeing very good reafon, not 
knowing which way to look, to tack about to 
another. Much are they grieved by this law, 
and, moreover, a vaft many very proper young 
men, the more is the pity, are fhut up in 
prifons, where their bodies are kept in pawn 
for the payment of their debts, w r hilft their 
fathers are rolling in money and luxury, and 
will not fo much as put their hands into 
their pockets, to let loofe fo much mifchief 
upon the world. And it may be deemed the 
iafeft way to keep their fons chained up, 
-like rnaftirTs, in order to make them the 
^fiercer, in cafe of an invaiion. At which 
time, their fpirit of rapine, plunder and mur- 
der may be well directed towards the ene- 
mies of their country, and inftead of de- 
bauching men's wives and daughters, and 
mooting their hufbands, brothers aud fathers 
in duels, they may difcharge their piftols, 
perhaps, to a better purpofe, at the- common 
foe. Left I may be thought to decorate 
thefe fine geniufes with praifes undeferved, 
in the attributing to their virtues the fpirit 
of rapine and plunder, it ought not to be 
forgotten that men of very good faihion 
a practice of going upon tli9 highway. 



'Qbfer- 



upon the Seventh Commandment* 



THQU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. 

1 F the law had flood written thus, " Thot* 
'fhalt not eat," it might have been kept, 
perhaps, by fuch as had loft their appe- 
tites. But, jefting apart, how can it be faid, 
" Thou ill alt not commit adultery," when 
every body knows that adultery is the final 
caufe of marriage? It {lands in one edition, 
" Thou flialt commit adultery," which is a* 
furedly the genuine reading. I fliall be 
laughed at for fuppofmg that the fine Ladies 
have any fuch thing as a prayer-book in 
their libraries ; but if they fliould have, I 
make no doubt, from their practice, but that 
the Commandment flands written in their 
edition without any negative in it at all. 
Otherwife, who would marry the bed-rid- , 
den, the cripple, the deformed, the difeafed, 
the unnatural, the impotent and the aged, 
for titles, diflmdtion, fplendour, and large 
fettlements, if the Ladies might not com- 
mit adultery as often as they thought 
fit ? There are fo many objections which 
offer themfelves aa;ainft: this Commandment, 

O ' 

that I asn really at a lofs, which to lay be* 
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fore the reader firft : I have faid, that adul- 
tery is the final caufe of marriage, the end of 
the inftitution ; by what means the mono- 
iyllable NOT could have crept into this 
Gommandment, I cannot conceive ; for how 
can it be pomble that adultery iliould be 
forbidden, when every wife couple marry for 
the fake of money ? That is, in order the 
woman may be made the beft market of. 
Man and wife in this bufinefs acl: the part of 
ildlful bird-catchers ; the man is the decoy, 
the woman the net ; the rich young fool the 
game. The confequences are evident ; they 
take care the proofs ihall be good, make 
a fufs and a fliow about feparation and 
divorce, and enjoy them/elves in private over the 
booty. A court of juftice is not always a 
neceffary engine in thefe matters, unlefs the 
young cully grows obftinate, and will not 
pay the damages in demand ; in fuch cafes 
he muft be put into the prefs of the law, 
and the money muft be fqueezed out of 
him. Adultery is certainly one of the moft 
lucrative trades among us, and, were it to be 
put down by law, a great many very fine folks 
muft put down their town houfes and their gay 
carriages, fell their plate and jewels, and be 
glad to live in fnug cottages upon the goofe- 
commons in the country. The rage for 
gaming among the ladies proceeds upon 

E this 



this principle -, a rich young fellow, who has 
much to lofe, very feldom gets any money, 
if he happens to be on the winning fide ; for, 
in proportion as a lady gets deep in debt, me 
grows fond of the winner, and a few hints 
foon tell a coxcomb what is the matter ; 
which, indeed, any man who was not "very 
vain of his own fweet perfon and graces- 
would never conftrue in his own favour. 
But modefty forbids me to follow our female 
gamefter any further: Suffice it to fay, that 
the young gallant finds very prompt pay- 
ment ; and the lady, if ihe has any beauty, 
has not the leaft occafion to draw upon her 
hufband's or her father's banker to pay her 
debts of HONOUR. Hence the frequency of 
thofe advcrtifements in the news-papers, fb 
full of humanity to fiich of the fex who may 
Itand in need of a temporary retirement. 
Thefe are the refined pleafures of thofe who 
move in an exalted fphere, and mine the 
ftars of the firft magnitude in the firmament 
of fafhion. But I cannot do them juftice in 
profe, and {hall therefore leave their praifes 
to be fet in the jewels and the pearls of elo- 
quence, by the Poets and the fine Gentlemen. 
The example which they exhibit to the reft, 
of the world, is what I muft take all the 
pains in my power to recommend to the 
imitation of all fuch, who are religioufly and. 

devoutly 



devoutly difpofed, by every argument. No 
woman can poflibly fet herfelf off to the 
beft advantage, unlefs me lays all modefty 
afide, and referves nothing but the pretence 
of it : no man, unlefs he does the fame by 
his honour. The chief thing in which fine 
breeding and manners coiifift, is the pafling off 
the counterfeit with a good air, and defend- 
ing the deceit at the rifk of life itfelf : a 
man of the niceft honour may tell a lie, a 
dozen if it fiiits his purpofe ; if he cannot 
gain a beautiful woman any other way for 
inftance, there is no diihonour in telling a 
lie ; the diihonour confifts in the putting up 
with beinff told that one has done fo. Thus a 

o 

fine Lady may make a dozen trips without 
injuring her virtue ; for, in the firfl place, fhe 
cannot hurt what ilie has not, and, if need 
be, fhe may defend her pretence to it, by an 
action at law. But if a man really pofTefTes 
honour, or a woman modefty, it is high 
time they were in Heaven ; for I am fure, 
they are not fit to live in fuch a world as 
this is. However difficult a thing it may be 
for virtuous women, and men of integrity, to 
live in a world full of rafcals and proflitutes, 
fome there are, I find, who have courage fo 
to do, and thofe too united by fo true affec- 
tion to each other, that they feem to me to- 
be a great deal more happy within the fmall 
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circles of their little families, than are they 
who have all the pleafures and luxuries at 
their command. How they contrive this, is 
befl known to themfelves ; but I know that 
they take a very different courfe from the 
fplendid rabble of fafhion, and, as man and 
wife, would choofe rather to die than be 
untrue to each other. I fhall mention the 
few things which I have taken notice of 
concerning thefe odd folks, and leave my 
reader to form what opinions he pleafes 
upon them. Thefe men and women I have 
noted with fome curiofity are always very 
plain and neat in their drefs, and obferve the 
fame moderation in every thing elfe ; in de- 
fiance of all ridicule, they make a practice of 
ikying their prayers, and of going to church 
on a Sunday with their families : the men, 
inftead of getting drunk, and the women, 
inftead of entertaining routs and card-par- 
ties on Sunday nights, employ their time in 
inftrucling themfelves and their families in 
Religion and Virtue. The women ftay a 
great deal at home, and are not too high to 
look into do medic matters ; the men are very 
much employed in taking care of, and im- 
proving their eftates, and regulating their ex^ 
pences to iiich a meafure, as to be enabled 
to pay to every man his due, out of the 
fruits of them. Some of thefe women are 

extremely 
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extremely beautiful, and have a way of keep- 
ing their fine complexions a great while 
longer than thofe Ladies who lay out fo 
much money in wafhes, paint and poultices; 
and the only cofmeticks they ufe, are tem- 
perance and exercife : and what is very ex- 
traordinary, although they are fo handfome, 
they are not at all proud of being feen ; and 
if any man offers to flatter their beauties, 
they either laugh at him for a fool, or arc 
very much difpleafed with him for offering 
iiich an infult to their good fenfe as to praife 
them to their faces. Not even finery itfelf, 
which other women had much rather die 
than be without, has any effecl: upon them : 
if they have any money to ipare, after hav- 
ing purchafed themfelves fuch plain fuits of 
clothes as they ufually put on, a ftrange cuf- 
tom! they lay it out in charities: and, reader, 
wilt thou believe me w r hen I tell thee, that 
when thefe women marry, they marry be- 
caufe they are in love ! and fix their affec- 
tions upon iuch men as one would naturally 
think, of all others, the leaft likely to become 
favourites of the ladies ; odd ftupid creatures, 
who go to church, fay their prayers, and 
keep God's Commandments. 
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Qbferuatiom upon the Eighth Commandment. 



THOU SHALT NOT STEAL. 

E T no man be honeft, unlefs he is fure 
that he fhall be very well paid for it. Ho- 
nefty is very bad policy, and is only called the 
beft, by men of fenfe, when it is molt profi- 
table. I will fay, and with great confidence, 
that they who are fo exceffively fine-mouth- 
ed, as to feel a difrelifh to every thing, 
which is not ftri&ly juft and honeft, are not 
very likely to grow fat, and to profper in the 
world 3 whatever they may think of it. Your 
honeft men generally look vaftly meager, and 
appear to be ihockingly out of condition, 
which gives me good reafon to conclude, 
that honefty keeps but a very indifferent table. 
If ragged coats, and empty bellies, are the 
only things which honefty can comfort a man 
with, I muft needs fay, that it is high time 
that honefly were kicked out of fociety. I 
lhall give very good advice, I think, when I 
recommend it to every one to confider, what 
it is that makes moft for his own intereft, 
before any thing elfe ; and if money may be 
put into a man's pocket, I advife him never 

to 
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to think ill of the means, as long as the end 
is good. If a man has any commercial deal- 
ings with another, he will do well to over- 
reach him in any bargain he poffibly can : 
thus he gets a double victory over him, the 
one in wit, the other in profit. To get as 
much as he can, is a duty which every one 
owes to himfelf and family : and he never 
ought to ftick at any lie, which is likely to 
make him a richer man. It may be faid, that, 
if he be difcovered in any cheat, no man 
will have any dealings with him, in future ; 
it is an abfurdity to think fo ; for if one oath 
will not do, a dozen will : he has nothing to 
do but to fwear that he has feen the error of 
his ways ; that he has been, to be fure, a fad 
rogue ; but that times are altered, he is now 
grown older, and finds that it is beft to be 
honeft. To think that there be any ufe in 
real honefty, is a very dangerous miftake ; the 
utility confifts in the making a pretence of 
it. Now this is the very point, of all others, 
in which people err fo grofsly with reipecl to 
every rule in Religion and Morality : the art 
lies in this, in the paffing themfelves upon, 
the world for moral and religious characters, 
in order that they may cheat one another 
with the greater fecurity. But to return to 
the Commandment ; the Spartans, a very in- 
genious people, acled very wifely in not pu- 
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niming any one for dealing, but for the 
ftealing in fo clumfy a manner as to be de- 
tecled in the theft. Cornelius Agrippa, the 
Magician, in his book de Vanitate Scientia- 
rurn, remarks, that Theodorus the Philofb- 
pher, who was honoured with the title of a 
Deity, was of opinion, that the truly wife 
man would not hefitate to commit adultery, 
facrilege, or theft, when occafion fuited : for 
there is not any of thefe things which are in 
their natures evil, but only in the opinions 
of the vulgar, and a wife man might pick a 
pocket without hurting his credit. Theodo- 
rus, it muft be confeffed, w r as a very good 
moral Philofbpher, and few things in a better 
light than many others, who were called by 
that name; and I cannot but think that his 
principles are likely to be of infinite ufe to 
all civilized focieties. But we have got a 
trick here in England, of hanging all we can 
catch of this feel of philofophers ; and I have 
good reafons for thinking, if Theodorus 
himfelf, the founder of the feel:, were in 
exiftence amongft us, and fhould undertake 
to praclife his experimental philofophy in 
Great Britain, that, uiilefs he were a very 
acute logician, he would find an hempen 
halter would be rather too hard for him in 
argument. 

But however, I would not have fcoundrels 
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difcomfited ; and if any have the luck to be 
pulled neck and heels into a court of juftice, 
not to be caft down upon it ; and if a rope 
mould happen to get the better of their 
throats in the difpute, let me advife them 
not to difgrace the Devil's clock by making 
bad pendulums. 

If the committing one crime brings a man 
into danger, he will do right not to leave off*, 
becaufe if one fault brings him into hazard, 
another will fave his neck ; therefore I would 
advife him to go on until he has made his 
ground good again. 

An honeft man is no better than a fool 
upon many accounts j the odds are always 
againft him : an aclive, ingenious rogue will 
pick all the teeth out of his head, and his 
money out of his pocket, whilft he ftands 
considering what is fitting to be done. The 
honefty of other men is the befl defence that 
a villain has ; in them the weakeft part, iince 
a man who is honeft himfelf is more apt to 
think others fo than a rafcal, who takes it 
for granted that every one will be rogue if 
he can, and therefore keeps a fharper look 
out, and is lefs plundered. An honeft man-, 
is the beft defence a rogue has; becaufe, un- 
til he has been proved to be a knave, he will 
defend him the longeft; and the laws them- 
felves always lean towards mercy. 

Obfer- 



Obfervations upon the Ninth Commandment. 



THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST 
THY NEIGHBOUR. 

W HEN we confider that merit of any fort 
is a very deteftable thing, whether it comrfts 
in the excellencies of virtue, great fcholar- 
ihip, the right ufe of genius or the like, ca- 
lumny and detraction, which beat it down, 
and help to iufFocate it whenever they meet 
with it, mould by no means be forbidden by 
any law : forafmuch as the chief weapons 
are thus wrefted out of the hands of the 
icoundrel, which give the deepeft wounds to 
the beauties of the moll accomplimed cha- 
racters. Men of fuperiour talents and worth 
would get a great deal too high above other 
people's heads, if there were no rafcals to 
depreciate, and bear falfe witnefs againil 
them ; and when the account of ibme 
eminent perfon comes to hand well qua- 
lified and dallied with frequent ftrokes of 
malevolence, folks are not apt to feel fo 
much uneaiinefs when his name is mention- 
ed, but are vaftly relieved at the thoughts of 
his many imperfections. But, let us conli- 
der calumny in another point of view j as it 
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Is the coward's only means of revenge, and 
of all others the fafeft, becaufe the perfon 
againft whom the daftard mews his malice, 
is out of the way when the blow is given. 
He bears falfe witnefs againft his neighbour 
in fecurity, without any fear of the horfe- 
whip or the pillory ; for there is not one in 
a thoufand, although a man may have a 
thoufand friends, who will be at the hazard 
of telling him the name of the villain, who 
has Ihot at him in the dark. There are a 
great many generous people in the world, 
who will do a vaft number of kind things in 
which there is no danger ; but will not rifk 
fo much as the lofs of a penny for the falva- 
tion of one half of the univerfe. And no- 
body can blame them for that; for w r hat 
man, in his right fenfes, would not fooner 
let his neighbour's houfe burn to the earth in 
filence, than call him out of his bed to ftop 
the flames, if he thought he mould lofe a 
farthing by telling him that his premifes 
were all in a blaze ? All the advantages of 
detraction are not readily to be counted out ; 
the fpirit of calumny, like the ilink of pu- 
trefaction, flnkes upon the fenfe whether 
you will or no, and brings many an iniig- 
mficant coxcomb into notice, that we mould 
other wife have pafled by, like a dead carcafe 
in a ditch, without obfervation, did not the 

noife 



norfe of the one, and the flench of the other, 
bring us acquainted with both. Cowards, I. 
fay, have no other way of executing their 
vengeance upon any one who has given 
them offence, than by detraction ; and every 
word that comes out of their mouths is as 
venomous as a chewed bullet, the wound of 
which is faid to be almoft incurable. 

But, further, this Commandment may be 
faid to extend to lies told, with the ceremony 
of kiffing a Bible, in the courts of juftice, to 
which the law gives the complex term, 
perjury. If by virtue of this Commandment 
perjury is no longer to be pra&ifed either 
within or without the courts, I am troubled 
to think how many honeft men will lofe 
their bread. And it would be a very great 
hardlhip upon them to deny them the ufes 
of perjury, when they have the fortitude to 
run iuch riiks to get their living, that they 
feldom put a milling into their pockets, with- 
out deferving to have their ears fpiked to the 
pillory. 



Obfer- 



Obfervations upon the *fentb Commandment. 



THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOUR'S HOUSE, 
NOR HIS WIFE, &c. 

JL H E Legiilator, one would think, might 
have been contented with a man's not Heal- 
ing his neighbour's goods, committing adulte- 
ry with his wife, or running away with his 
daughter ; but to protract the law to fiich an 
extravagant meaiure, as to make it even a 
iin to covet any thing that is his, certainly 
is little elfe than making a iin of a good 
appetite. If it were poffible to behold a 
man rolling in a gilded chariot, incrufted 
in pearls and embroidery, abounding in riches, 
and rioting in luxuries, getting drunk with 
Burgundy every day, and tumbling about 
upon coftly ^Egyptian carpets, furrounded 
with a banditti of powdered fervants well 
paid for their trouble of eating and drinking, 
and all other hard labour, bleffed with as 
many Concubines as King Solomon in all his 
glory, living fo much at his eafe as to have 
gentlemen to drcis him and to undrefs him, 
to wipe his nofe and put him into his bed, 
indulging his body as the feafons fu.it with 
hot and cold baths, pickling his limbs in 

perfumes 



perfumes and fweet unguents, as if he were 
afraid that the crows mould miftake him for 
carrion ; add to this, his fine houfe in town 
and his fine houfe in the country, his parks 
full of fat venifon, his cellars of the richer! 
wines, his tables loaded with every thing of 
the beft, his apartments full of mufick, fweet 
eflences and magnificent furniture if it were 
poflible, I fay, to behold all thefe fine fights, 
and not covet any thing that is his, the 
Commandment might fit eafier upon the 
moulders of mankind : but, as matters are, 
I believe it to be thought a very heavy yoke 
by' moft people, who could find it in their 
hearts to take fiich a man as I have juft 
defcribed, by the throat, and fqueeze his foul 
out of his body to get pofleffion of thofe 
things which are his, if they did not pay 
very good refpecl: to the gallows. To fuch 
as thefe the above Commandment muft 
needs be a more intolerable iiuilance, than 
any that was ever removed by a writ of ad 
quod damnum. 

Thus, reader, I have briefly touched upon 
every one of the Commandments in their 
turns, and have given very good realbns 
why they fhould every one of them be 
abolifhed : and I dare fay that you, Sir, and 
every other perfon of good fenfe will agree 
with me in thinking, that the world would 
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feel itfelf nmcli more at its eafe, and at its 
liberty, without them. But left I ihould be 
mimnderftood by a very auguft body of men, 
for whofe approbation I hunger and thirft, I 
mean the Free-thinkers, I think fit to fay, for 
fear they mould conceive themfelves and 
their principles bitterly derided, in my thus 
feeming to make a jeft of God's laws, in 
order that .they mould pay for it, that it is a 
fool's part to fall into fufpicions when there 
is no occaiion : and in order that the Profli- 
gates of this age may put their truft in me 
for their champion, I further add, that it is 
my intention foon to write a ferious effay 
upon the excellencies and truth of the Chrif- 
tian Religion. But if I am in danger of being 
fufpeclied of the acetum in. petfore by the Pro- 
fligates and Free-thinkers, to -fuch a degree as 
to put them in doubt, whether it be quite 
fafe for them to laugh with me at Religion 
and Morality, I may on the other hand be 
deemed a defender of the faith, and of the 
divine canons, by fome deep-difcerning men, 
who, &g Kvvog Truyyv /^Ast^ai/ref Ka>. rpitov AXuTre- 
xuv, have better eyes in their heads than not 
to fee when they have got a jeft on their 
own fide of the queftion. Qvroi pw ol 
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POST- 



POSTSCRIPT. 

AN obfervation occurs in p. 9. 1. 3. which 
may be deemed, by fome people, a piece of 
unqualified fatire; than which, furely, nothing 
can be more unjuft or malevolent. I would 
have it noted, therefore, that if it be thought 
iuch, it is not intended by the writer fo to 
be ; fmce a man who never has been taught; 
any thing may not be to blame for not' 
knowing it : but he that has been taught any 
thing, and, after having carelefsly loft it, ftill 
pretends to know it, is the perfon aimed at 
in the obfervation. 
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